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This year our focus is on:

Creating quality learning and engagement for all.

In 2026, we have been strengthening our curriculum and pedagogy by continuing to review and refine our planning, 
teaching and assessment practices to ensure students are engaged in high-quality learning aligned with Australian 
Curriculum Version 9.

Our teaching teams meet fortnightly to collaboratively unpack the curriculum, develop a shared understanding of 
achievement standards and expectations, and identify evidence-informed pedagogies that best support the diverse 
learning needs of our students.

This collaborative approach enables teachers to respond more effectively to student needs, identify and address 
learning gaps early, and provide targeted support and extension so that every student can make meaningful progress 
and achieve their personal best.

Working with our Community

We value working in partnership with parents and caregivers to support every child’s learning, wellbeing and 
development. Your child’s classroom teacher is always the first point of contact and will work with you to address any 
questions or concerns.

If further support is required, our Sector Leaders and Inclusion Teachers are also available to assist. The table below 
outlines the key contacts for each year level.



Our wider Leadership Team also includes:

Kira Balaam – Head of Department, Curriculum
Alison Gillies – Head of Special Education Services
Beth Price – Belonging and Engagement Coach

Together, we work collaboratively with teachers, students and families to provide support and ensure every child has 
the opportunity to achieve their personal best.

Super Q:  Celebrating Quality Learning

In Weeks 9 and 10 this term, we are excited to welcome families into our classrooms for Super Q – Celebrating 
Quality Learning. This is a special opportunity for students to share the work they are most proud of and celebrate 
their learning with the people who support them most.

Please find the dates and times of these events below:

Year Prep – Thursday, 17 September 9 – 9:30am
Year 1 – Tuesday, 15 September 2:30 – 3pm
Year 2 and 1/2JG – Friday, 11 September 2:30 – 3pm
Year 3 – Thursday, 17 September 2:30 – 3pm
Year 4 and 3/4CM – Thursday, 17 September 2:30 – 3pm
Year 5 – Tuesday, 15 September 2:30 – 3pm
Year 6 – Thursday, 17 September 2:30 – 3pm

National Teacher Aide Appreciation Week

This week, we celebrated National Teacher Aide Appreciation Week and took the opportunity to recognise and thank 
our wonderful teacher aides for everything they do across our school.

Our teacher aides are an incredibly important part of the Everton Park State School community. Every day, they work 
alongside our teachers to support students with their learning, build relationships, encourage independence and help 
every student to feel included and successful.

Their patience, care, enthusiasm and commitment make a real difference to our students and our school. We are 
incredibly grateful for the knowledge, energy and heart they bring to their work each day.

Thank you to all of our amazing teacher aides.  We appreciate you not just this week, but every week!

 

Rainbow for Ruby Day

Today, Everton Park State School once again came together for Rainbow for Ruby Day, filling our school with colour 



as we remembered and celebrated the life of Ruby Pringle.

Students across the school dressed in bright rainbow colours, creating a wonderful sea of colour throughout the day. 
At first break, classes came together to enjoy pizza with their classmates, gathering on The Terraces for a whole 
school photo.

In addition to the colourful display, students brought in gold coin donations, with all fundsraised going to support the 
RUN DIPG Foundation, helping to make a difference in the fight against childhood brain cancer.

Thank you to our students, families and staff for embracing this special day and helping us keep Ruby’s memory alive. 
It was wonderful to see our school community come together with such generosity, kindness and colour.

We remember Ruby. We celebrate Ruby. We continue to let her rainbow shine.

 

 



Thank You to Our Amazing P&C

A huge shout-out to our incredible P&C and the dedicated volunteers who helped at this week’s Father’s Day Stall! 
The Hall was buzzing with excitement as students from all year levels enjoyed choosing the perfect gifts for their dads 
and special loved ones.

Events like this wouldn’t be possible without the time, effort, and generosity of our volunteers. Thank you for making 
this event so special for our students and helping create memories they’ll cherish.



Head Lice – A Reminder for Families
Head lice can occur in any school community and are particularly common among primary-aged children. 
From time to time, we may have cases of head lice at school, and we ask families to remain vigilant in 
checking their children’s hair regularly.

If your child has head lice or eggs, please notify the school and treat your child and any other affected household 
members promptly. Students with head lice are not excluded from school; however, parents  and carers may choose to 
collect their child to administer treatment.

During periods where head lice are more prevalent, we may provide families with additional information and 
reminders. We will also take reasonable steps to minimise head-to-head contact during play and ensure hats are 
managed appropriately.

Thank you for working with us to help manage head lice and keep our school community healthy and comfortable.

Safety at our School Crossing

We have received a number of reports from our school crossing supervisors about parents and carers making U-turns 
on Deakin Street near the school crossing.

We ask all families to please avoid making U-turns in this area, as this can create a significant safety risk for students, 
families and our crossing supervisors.

Our school crossing supervisors are there to help everyone cross the road safely, and we ask that all drivers follow 
their directions and take extra care around the crossing, particularly during busy drop-off and pick-up times.

Please help us keep our students and wider school community safe by driving carefully and following the road rules 
around our school.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.
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NORTHSIDE BEGINNER BAND BLITZ

Our 2026 band beginners attended Band Blitz on Tuesday at Everton Park SHS, and a fantastic day was had by all!

The afternoon concert was a wonderful showcase of just how much our beginners have achieved in only a few short 
months. Their hard work, enthusiasm and progress are truly impressive, and we couldn’t be prouder of them.

Well done, beginners — what an amazing start to your musical journey! 

 



Talent Quest

We are so proud of every student who auditioned for the Everton Park’s Got Talent! Following a fantastic round of 
auditions and semi-finals our grand finalists have now been confirmed. They will be ready to take the stage at Everton 
Park High school on Tuesday the 15  of September at 5.30pm. We look forward to seeing you there! All of our EPSS 
cheer teams and dance club will also be performing. 

 

th



Music Extravaganza! - SAVE THE DATE

Our annual showcase of our amazing Instrumental Music students is fast approaching. Please join us on Monday the 
23  of November at 6pm at Everton Park State High School.

Sun Safety - Full-Brim Hats Required

As the weather continues to warm up, we would like to remind families of the importance of sun safety at school, as 
we have noticed an increase in students wearing caps around the school grounds

In line with our Sun Safety Policy, caps are not permitted as a substitute for the school’s full-brim hat.

Caps do not provide adequate protection for the ears, neck and sides of the face. Students who do not have an 
appropriate hat will be required to play in designated areas during our breaks such as the library or shed.

We appreciate the support of families in ensuring students come to school each day with the correct full-brim hat. 
 Please check lost property regularly - it is currently overflowing with jumpers, jackets, drink bottles, lunch boxes and 
many other belongings. You will find lost items just waiting for claim in our shed.

rd





HEAD OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES - Alison Gillies
Published by Everton Park State School

 

Thursday 10 September is R U OK? Day, a national day that reminds us of the importance of checking in with the 
people around us and asking the simple question, “Are you OK?” Look out for our staff dressed in yellow to 
acknowledge the day.

At school, we know that looking after each other is about more than just one day. It is about creating a kind, caring and 
connected community where every student feels that they belong and know there is someone they can talk to.

Throughout our R U OK? Day activities, students will be encouraged to think about what it means to be a good friend, 
how we can notice when someone might not be feeling themselves, and what we can do to support them.

For our students, asking R U OK? can be as simple as these four steps:

It is important for children to know that they don’t have to fix a friend’s

problems. Their job is to care, listen and let a trusted adult know if they are 
worried about someone.

R U OK? specifically encourages primary-aged students to seek help from 
a teacher, school counsellor or another trusted adult when a problem is too 
big for them to manage themselves.

We also want our students to remember that it’s OK if you’re not OK.

Everyone has difficult days, and talking to someone we trust can help us feel

supported.

Let’s use R U OK? Day as a reminder to keep looking out for one another 
— not just on 10 September, but every day of the year.

Because a conversation could change a life.

For more information and age-appropriate resources, visit R U OK?’s 
education resources at ruok.org.au

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - CURRICULUM - Kira Balaam
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Term 3 English Assessment

This term, students across the school have been building their knowledge and understanding of persuasive texts. 
Over the next two weeks, students in Years 2 to 5 will be planning, drafting and presenting a persuasive speech on a 
variety of topics linked to learning taking place across different areas of the curriculum. Students in Prep have been 
practicing how to share details about a favourite event and in year 1 they have been practicing to recount a 
procedure. 



Speaking and listening are essential components of the English curriculum, as oral language is one of the ways we 
communicate most frequently in everyday life. Students have been learning how to develop and extend their ideas 
and communicate effectively with a range of audiences and for different purposes. As part of their assessment, 
students will be assessed on the ideas they share, how coherently they structure and organise their ideas, and how 
effectively they communicate them.

Speaking in front of a familiar audience, whether that be their teachers or peers, is an important life skill. Throughout 
the term, our students have been thoroughly enjoying a wide variety of opportunities to speak, present, discuss and 
interact with others as part of their English learning.

Year 1 Phonics Check

This term, all Year 1 students will participate in the Year 1 Phonics Check. The check is now a mandatory assessment

for Year 1 students in Queensland state schools and forms part of a broader commitment to identifying students’ 
reading needs early and ensuring they receive the right support at the right time.

The Phonics Check is a short, one-on-one activity completed with a teacher and usually takes around 5–7 minutes. 
Students are asked to read a selection of real and made-up words so teachers can see how confidently they can use 
their knowledge of letters and sounds to decode unfamiliar words. It is designed to be completed with all Year 1 
students during Term 3.

While the word assessment can sometimes sound daunting, the Phonics Check is not about passing or failing. 
Instead, it gives teachers valuable information about the phonics skills each child has developed and highlights any 
areas that may need some extra teaching or practice.

At our school, this information will be considered alongside the reading knowledge we already have about each child. 
It will help us celebrate the progress students are making, plan targeted classroom teaching and provide additional 
support where needed.

Most importantly, the Phonics Check is another tool that helps us ensure every child is developing the strong 
foundations they need to become a confident and successful reader.

Belonging & Engagement Coach - Beth Price
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Fortnightly Focus: I Solve My Own Problems

Our fortnightly focus continues to be “I solve my own problems”, as we build students’ confidence and skills to 
navigate everyday challenges.

In last fortnight’s newsletter, we explored the needs underneath our behaviour and how the choices we make can 
either keep our road open or create barriers to what we want.

This fortnight, we are taking a closer look at two questions from our Think 5 Helping Hand:

“What else can I try?”

“What is my new plan?”

What else can I try?

Sometimes our first choice doesn't work. We might still want the same thing or have the same need but have to find a 
different way to meet it.

Rather than focusing on what someone else needs to do differently, we can help children think about the part they can 
control:



“What can I choose to do next?”

An Open Road might involve listening to understand another person's perspective, respecting that they have needs 
and choices too, or negotiating when people want different things.

Sometimes it means accepting that we cannot change another person's choice or get exactly what we want. At other 
times, supporting, encouraging or trusting someone else can help move a problem forward rather than making it 
harder.

The need can stay the same, but the plan can change.

What is my new plan?

Imagine a child wants to join a game because they are seeking belonging, but their first attempt to join doesn't work.

They could become frustrated, argue or keep trying the same approach. Or they could stop and ask, “What else can I 
try?”

They might listen to another suggestion, negotiate a different role, accept that they need to wait, find another way to 
join in or choose something different for now.

The next step is deciding, “What is my new plan?”

This is where students move from recognising that something isn't helping to considering their options and choosing 
what they will try next. This reflects the final steps of our Think 5 Helping Hand. 

At EPSS, we want students to choose a plan that helps them move towards what they need while keeping their road 
open. Our values of responsibility, respecting, caring, collaborating, achieving and kindness also help guide these 
choices. 

We can help children think about:

“What else could I try?”
“Will this choice keep my road open?”
“Does it reflect our values?”
“What is my new plan?”

Building flexible problem solvers

Problem solving doesn't mean getting it right the first time. Sometimes we try something and it doesn't work. Being 
able to notice this, think of another option and try again is an important skill.

“I solve my own problems” also doesn't mean children need to manage everything alone. Sometimes asking for help is 
the new plan, particularly when a child feels unsafe, a behaviour continues or the problem feels too big to manage on 
their own.

Families can reinforce this thinking at home when everyday problems arise. Instead of immediately offering the 
solution, try asking:

“What else could you try?”
“Which choice would keep your road open?”
“What is your new plan?”

These conversations help children learn that when one approach doesn't work, they have other choices. Over time, 
this builds the confidence and flexibility to find another way forward.

Cheerleading news
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Cheerleading Auditions for 2027 teams

Term 4 –

Week 10 of Term 3 – will be the final rehearsal for Cheer Pups (Reserves), as 2027 auditions begin in Term 4.

Auditions – Term Four is a VERY busy time for Cheerleading.  The Squad are heading into competition season and it  
is time to start preparing for the 2027 cheer season.  This means that during 
Term Four, I will be holding Cheerleading tryouts for both the 2027 Cheer Squad 
teams. 

Does your child want to be in the Cheer Squad/Reserves next year?  We will be 
auditioning on a Monday morning.  This year ONLY those wishing to audition for

the competing Cheer Squad need to attend the morning auditions.  If your child 
wants to do the Monday morning Pup Reserves next year, then they DO NOT 
need to audition – everyone will have a spot in the Pups team. Once auditions 
are completed, there will be NO more Monday morning Cheer sessions for the 
year.

Students from Prep to Year 5 are invited to try out. Auditions will be held on a Monday morning at 7.45am – in Term 4 
– Weeks 2,3,4,5 (12, 19, 26 October and 2 November).  Each week, there will be different skills assessed, so you 
need to attend all four audition sessions.

Cheer Auditions are open to everyone in the school – you DO NOT HAVE to be part of our current Cheer program to 
audition.  The teams will be announced in Week 10 of Term 4.  Email Miss Rogers at kroge8@eq.edu.au to let her 
know that your child would like to audition.

As there are limited spots available in the Cheerleading Squad, anyone who auditions and does not make this team 
will have a spot on the Cheer Reserves (Pups) team.

Here’s some information to help you decide which team your child would like to try out for.

Squad – anyone selected for this team MUST attend cheer practises on Monday and Thursday afternoons 3-5pm.  
They learn two competing routines - cheer and pom.  Routines include tumbling, stunts, lifts, balances and dancing. 
This team performs at competitions on weekends in Terms 3 and 4.  Parents must pay the competition entry fees, 
costing approximately $300-350.

Pups (Reserves) – this team practises on a Monday morning 7.45-8.30am.  The focus is on learning a variety of cheer 
and dance skills.  They will learn a dance routine created just for the Cheer Reserves.  Students must attend every 
week.

If the opportunity arises, this team may do free public performances.

If you have any questions about cheerleading or the auditions, please contact me on kroge8@eq.edu.au.

Miss Rogers J

Containers for Change at EPSS
Published by Everton Park State School

mailto:kroge8@eq.edu.au
mailto:kroge8@eq.edu.au


 

Chaplaincy Support Team
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Chappy News



The EPSS Chaplaincy Committee would like to say a very big thank you for supporting the 2026 Chappy Disco on 
Friday, 28 August. It was a great night of dancing and music. We hope the students had loads of fun - we sure did!

Total amount raised was roughly $5,200!

Colgate Recycling
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Colgate Oral Care Free Recycling Program 

Hello all parents/carers at EPSS! I’m Emma, and I collect all types of oral care waste and send them to Terracycle for 
recycling, saving them from landfill.

What’s acceptable waste?

YES PLEASE:

toothbrushes (plastic)
toothpaste tubes + caps
dental floss CONTAINERS
electric toothbrush HEADS only
Interdental brushes (eg. Piksters)

NO THANKS:

electric toothbrush main units
bamboo toothbrushes (please compost handles)
single-use flossers
all packaging (please recycle)

Collection bin (mini yellow wheelie bin) is next to Tuckshop.

Thanks everyone!

 





Chess Mates at EPSS
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BMAA Everton Park
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Redfin Aquatics at EPSS
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Redfin Aquatics has a new home at the Everton Park State School Pool.

Call or Text Codie this week to book your free swimming assessment to see what swimming level your children will be 
in: 0448 726 343

Codie Grimsey, Former Australian Swimming Champion, Australian Dolphin Swim Team member and Founder of 
Redfin Aquatics will be teaching all the LTS classes and coaching all Swim Squads.

We look forward to seeing you on the pool deck soon.

GKR Karate at EP
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🥋 GKR Karate – Classes at Everton Park State School

Did you know local GKR Karate classes are held right here each week?



Our classes are perfect for beginners and focus on confidence, discipline, fitness, self-defence and having fun in a 
supportive family-friendly environment. Suitable for kids, teens and adults of all fitness levels.

🎉 Special Offer for School Families:

• Free trial class

• Reduced joining fees

• Family discounts available

Come along and give it a try!

For more information, contact Demi at GKR Karate on 0403 309 965 or dbrown@gkrkarate.com 
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Creative Dance Industries at Everton Park
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Mitchelton State High School Arts Showcase
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You’re invited to the Mitchelton State High School Arts Showcase! 🎭🎨🎶🎬💃

Local primary school students and families are warmly invited to join us for an evening celebrating the creativity and 
talent of Mitchelton State High School students.

Come and experience Music, Dance, Drama, Film, and Visual Art and get a glimpse of the exciting opportunities 
available in The Arts at high school.

📅 Thursday 3 September 2026

🚪 Doors open: 5:30pm

🎭 Showcase: 6:00pm–8:00pm

📍 Performing Arts Centre (PAC), Mitchelton State High School

🎟️ FREE ENTRY

🍔 Tuckshop open for hot food and snacks

We would love to welcome students, families and members of our local community!



 

Brisbane Women's Hockey Association - Free come and try day
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Link to register: FREE Come & Try Hockey 2026 - Brisbane Women's Hockey Association

Wavell Netball Club
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https://www.bwha.com.au/events/365318




Headstart Psychology - September holiday workshop
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Brisbane Rhinos Junior American Flag Football Club
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🏈 Come and Give Flag a Try! 

We are currently accepting registrations for Season 3 of American Flag Football, with teams available for both girls 
and boys in the U9, U12 and U15 age groups.



Our aim is to bring fun, excitement and enjoyment to learning a new sport, while helping kids build confidence, 
develop teamwork and learn new skills along the way.

American Flag Football is a fast-paced, inclusive and non-contact sport that is growing rapidly across Queensland and 
Australia. With Flag Football set to make its Olympic debut at the 2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, there has 
never been a more exciting time for kids to get involved!

Whether your students are completely new to the sport or already love American Football, this provides a fun and 
welcoming opportunity to give Flag Football a try, make new friends and discover a sport with an exciting future.

 






